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Frank Fortune
Game Recap: Football | 9/10/2016 11:33:00 PM | Milledge Austin

Football Opens Sun Belt Conference Play
with 24-9 win over South Alabama
The defense has kept opponents out of the end zone for 10
straight quarters.
MOBILE, Ala. – The Georgia Southern defense held its opponent out of the end zone
for the second consecutive week, and Favian Upshaw accounted for 235 total yards of
offense as the Eagles opened Sun Belt play with a 24-9 win over South Alabama
Saturday night at Ladd-Peebles Stadium.
An interception in the end zone by redshirt freshman Jessie Liptrot with less than a
minute to go sealed the win and preserved an impressive streak that began in the same
stadium in the GoDaddy Bowl last December. The Eagles (2-0, 1-0 Sun Belt) have kept
their opponents out of the end zone for 10 consecutive quarters and over 150 minutes,
dating back to the first half of the bowl win over Bowling Green.
Ukeme Eligwe and Ironhead Gallon led the way tonight with seven tackles apiece, and
Eligwe also had a tackle for loss. Georgia Southern held the Jaguars (1-1, 0-1 Sun Belt)

to 73 yards on the ground and combined for seven tackles for loss and a sack. The
Eagle pressure forced South Alabama to convert on just five of their 19 third and fourthdown chances.
On the other side of the ball, Upshaw and the Georgia Southern offense also picked up
right where they left off in the GoDaddy Bowl, as the Eagles accounted for 441 total
yards of offense – 304 on the ground and 137 through the air – and three rushing
touchdowns. Upshaw rushed for 108 and threw for 127 off a 6-for-9 performance,
and Kevin Ellison ran for 86 yards and a score. BJ Johnson III caught three passes for
63 yards, while Wesley Fields and L.A. Ramsby ran for TDs.
The story
Trailing 24-9, South Alabama moved the ball down the Eagle 6-yard line, but Liptrot
thwarted any hopes of a last-gasp comeback by leaping high in the air to pull down a
Dallas Davis pass. He seemed to think about running it out but decided discretion would
be the better part of valor in this scenario and went down for the touchback.
After holding a 10-6 lead at halftime, Georgia Southern opened the second half with a
nine-play, 73-yard drive, capped by a Fields 5-yard touchdown dive to put the Eagles up
17-6. The Eagles held the Jags scoreless in the third quarter, and Ellison added to the
lead with a 27 yard TD run 49 seconds into the fourth.
The Georgia Southern defense forced South Alabama to turn the ball over on downs
three times inside the Eagle 40-yard line in the second half and held the Jags to field
goals three times after moving the ball inside the GS 25-yard line in the game.
Quotable
Head Coach Tyson Summers
On the defense
"What you're seeing is a talented group of guys who have come together and are
playing hard and are playing well. As long as we can continue to get a good push up
front like we have been, we'll have a chance to continue to be successful."
"Part of us playing good defense the last two weeks is our ability to run the ball, control
the clock and give our defense some rest."
On penalties
"Certainly, we have to get the penalties cleaned up, and if we do that, I feel like we have
a chance to be good football team."
Senior quarterback Kevin Ellison
On the offense
"I'm very comfortable in our offense. Coach Gillespie and the staff does a great job
fitting the scheme to what we do best, and our offensive line did a great job tonight."
On the defense

"This is the best defense I've seen since I've been at Georgia Southern."
Sophomore safety Joshua Moon
On the defense
"I give all the credit to the D-line and the linebackers. They keep it so the quarterback
doesn't have much time to throw, and we have the opportunity to bite a little more."
Georgia Southern Football Post-Game Notes
• Captains: #4 Kevin Ellison, #5 Darius Jones Jr., #13 Favian Upshaw, #27 Ironhead
Gallon
• Georgia Southern won the toss and deferred to the second half. GS has won both coin
tosses this year.
• When South Alabama scored on its opening drive, it marked the first time since the
second quarter of the 2015 GoDaddy Bowl that the Eagles had trailed in a game. GS
trailed Bowling Green 27-23 in that contest, which was played here in Mobile.
• L.A. Ramsby scored the Eagles' first touchdown of the game on a 1-yard run. It marks
the 10th-straight game that he's played in that he scored a touchdown dating back to
last season.
• The Eagles led 10-6 at the half, marking the eighth straight game they've led or been
tied at the break. The last game they trailed at halftime was the Appalachian State
game on Oct. 22, 2015, where they trailed 17-7 and lost 31-13. GS was tied with
Georgia 7-7 and tied with Georgia State 7-7 in the streak and the Eagles lost both of
those games.
• Freshman tight end Mark Michaud started the second half, making him the seventh
true freshman to play this year. Six true freshmen played in the opener: Monquavion
Brinson, Kindle Vildor, Todd Bradley, Drew Wilson, Mike Jackson and Ty Phillips.
• Matt Breida had 54 yards rushing in the game, giving him 3,230 for his career, which
moves him past Tracy Ham (3,212) for eighth place all-time at Georgia Southern. He
now needs 80 yards to pass Greg Hill for seventh place all-time at GS for career
rushing.
• The last touchdown given up by the Georgia Southern defense was late in the first half
of the 2015 GoDaddy Bowl here in Mobile, 10 full quarters ago and 1:50:36 of game
clock. That streak spanning 28 drives. It's the first time with two straight games with no
touchdowns allowed since November of 2002.

• The Eagles have now won 17 straight games when leading at the break. The last time
they lost when leading at the half was the 2014 season opener when they led NC State
on the road 17-3 but lost 24-23.
• The win breaks a four-game losing streak in road openers.
• Georgia Southern is now 3-0 all-time in Mobile and at Ladd-Peebles Stadium.
• GS has played 17 Sun Belt games as it plays its third season in the conference. The
Eagles are 15-2 in conference games, although the 2014 win over ULM was vacated
due to NCAA violations to make GS officially 14-2 in SBC games.
Next up
The Eagles return home next weekend for their second Sun Belt Conference game, this
time against the Warhawks of UL Monroe in Paulson Stadium. The game against the
Warhawks will be the Eagles' annual Family Weekend as well as the GATA Club
Reunion. The weekend will also include the induction ceremony into the Georgia
Southern Athletics Hall of Fame. Kickoff is slated for 6 p.m.
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its
official website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels
facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles
and Android app Eagles GATA. Fans can purchase tickets to Georgia Southern
Athletics events by visiting GSEagles.com/Tickets.
Print Friendly Version

